Clinical dilemmas in children with life-limiting illnesses: decision making and the law.
Decision making about interventions for children and young people with life-limiting illnesses is fraught with difficulties but faced regularly by staff in children's hospices and paediatric wards. The perspectives of the child, various family members and professionals may all be different. The process of discussion and negotiation and the mechanism by which a decision is arrived at is complex. Various laws have recently changed in the UK that have an impact on this process. This article discusses several clinical scenarios to better understand these decisions and the effects of changes in the law. It also discusses how multidisciplinary teams in children's hospices (and other supportive clinical systems) can best support young people and families with and without recourse to the law.